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CONFERENGE 


Fiondays, 
SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


June 1, 2021 


Why Bother? 


June 1 means graduations, picnics and for some 
people, vacation! It is wonderful to be moving around 
more freely these days. It also means that Annual 
Meeting is almost here! But, so what? Why bother 
attending the Southeast Conference Annual Meeting, 
even if it is virtual and does not mean driving to 
another location? Yes, there are other things to do with 
your time. But Annual Meeting is a celebration of our 
life together - and as someone has said “we are 
stronger together.” 


Even meeting virtually, we can Worship together - registrants will be mailed 
a gift box that includes items for worship. We can share in Community - 
our Friday evening Social Hour on zoom will provide an opportunity to 
greet one another, have some fun, participate in a raffle, etc. We can Learn 
together - with 11 workshops to choose from there is something for 
everyone. We can Discern together - there are various items of business 
that affect our ministry together, including the vote on the candidate for 
Conference Minister. 


Our theme “Healing Forward” reminds us of the trauma of the past year, 
but also our hope as we envision the future. This is an exciting time! Your 
presence is a sign of joy! It represents your commitment to the future of 
the Southeast Conference and to the ministry that we share together. See 
you there! 


Blessings! Char Burch 
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News from the Conference Office 


Annual Meeting Registration extended to June 8! 
Many people have already registered, but we * 


are able to welcome more. Does your church ) 4 
have your lay delegates registered? We will 


soon begin mailing Gift Boxes to registrants e 
s re : e 
with special items to be used for worship and 


during the Meeting. 


The Annual Meeting schedule, the list of : J 
workshops, business items are located on the lanai 
website at: https://www.secucc.org/news-and- 

events/annual-meeting-2021. 


Meet and Greet the Candidate 


Everyone is invited to attend one of the 
remaining three Zoom opportunities to meet 
and greet the Rev. Kimberly Wood, candidate 
for the position of Conference Minister. 


The vote to elect her will be at the Annual 
Meeting Business Session on June 19. See 
more information about Rev. Wood on our 
website. 


e June 3 at 7 pm EDT/6 pm CDT - Register 

e June 7 at 4pm EDT/3 pm CDT - Register 

e June 8 at 11 am EDT/10 CDT - Join 
Online (no registration required as this is 
the regular Tuesday Clergy Conversation) 


Pre-Annual Meeting Hearing on the Conference Budget 
and Bylaw Changes 


June 15; 7 pm EDT / 6 pm CDT. The documents are located on the Annual 
Meeting website at https:/Awww.secucc.org/news-and-events/annual- 
meeting-2021/#agenda-items. Come with questions or comments. 
Everyone is welcome!!! REGISTER 
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Southeast Conference UCC 
& Kirkwood UCC 
-PRIESENT-= 


SU MEJ BEND 


June 17, 7pm EDT 


Bishop Yvette Flunder 
City of Refuge UCC, 
Oakland, California 


June 17; 7 pm EDT. Join us for this special presentation. Everyone is 
welcome!. Register Online Here. (note this registration is separate from 
Annual Meeting). For more information about Juneteenth and our speaker, 
visit our website. 


Ordination of Tyler Ung 


e Sunday, June 13 at 10 am Eastern 
Circular Congregational UCC and the 
Commission on Ministry of the Southeast 
Conference of the UCC invite you to the 
Ordination of Tyler Ung, Sunday, June 13, 2021, 
during Circular's Sunday morning worship at 
10:00 a.m. Eastern. RSVP here to join virtually. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for June 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
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Tuesday, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, June 17 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean 
at HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 
e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church 
Leaders 


e Monday, June 28, 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 
With more people being vaccinated, the new CDC guidance regarding 
masks, and churches making plans for in-person worship services, 
questions are being asked about what current practices need to be 
maintained into the future. We invite all Moderators, Church Leaders, 
and Clergy to be part of the conversation. REGISTER 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2021. We encourage you to 
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include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of June 6 


Virginia Highland Church; Atlanta, Georgia 

Members in Discernment and Persons in Exploration 
Vaughn Crowe Tipton 

Adrian Boone 

Ray Speller 


Week of June 13 


e Union UCC; Tougaloo, Mississippi 

e 55th Annual Meeting, Southeast Conference 
e John Gill 

e jean Norton 

e Katie O’Dunne 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush 
Memorial, Atlanta GA; United Church of Cookeville, Cookeville TN 


News from the Wider Church 


Seeking General Synod Volunteers 


General Synod has always relied on volunteers to make things move 
smoothly. Even though virtual, volunteers are needed. What will they do? 
Volunteers will staff the Help Desk, provide parliamentary support, serve as 
Chaperones and small group leaders with our Youth and Young Adult 
Program, as well as news reporting and providing social media content. 
Volunteers do need to register for General Synod, which allows them to 
attend all aspects of the event. Watch the website for more details of 
Opportunities for volunteering: https://www.generalsynod.org/volunteer. 


There is a special program for your. Each Conference Minister is asked 
to nominate two adult leaders to serve as Voluntary Family Leaders for 
the Family group discussions, meeting with the same group of youth for 
five tine slots between July 11and July 17. For more details contact Char 
Burch (cburch@secucc.org). 
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Two Announcements from the UCC Attorney 


1. Concerning hosting Boy Scout Troops. In the aftermath of the 
bankruptcy filing of the Boy Scouts of America, there have been some 
changes to the UCC Insurance Board policies. Some of these changes 
may involve churches hosting troops taking on a greater role of 
responsibility for them, including certain components of liability 
insurance coverage. If a church is interested in becoming a host to a 
Boy or a Cub Scout troop, it is recommended that the church consult 
with legal counsel and also with their insurance company before 
signing any agreements to ensure that they are protected in the event 
of a claim for misconduct related to scouting. 

2. Local Church EIN number - a reminder. Each church setting should 
have its own EIN that it uses for identification, banking, and 
employment tax returns. Under no circumstances should any Local 
Church or other church setting use the denomination’s EIN, or any 
other setting’s EIN, to do business. 


National Open and Affirming Sunday 


June 27 is National Open and Affirming Sunday! 
Always celebrated on the fourth Sunday of June, the 
Coalition created ONA Sunday as an opportunity for 
congregations to renew their commitment to support 
LGBTQIA+ neighbors and their families. On June 7, 
we'll release an inspiring worship and music video, 
along with worship resources to help you build your 
own ONA service. Let’s celebrate the rapid growth of 
our movement, hold our 1,700 ONA churches and 
ministries in prayer, and commit to growing our movement until the UCC is 
not just 33%, but 100% ONA! Check the Coalition’s website 

at https://openandaffirming.org. 


Special Worship Resource 


Our partners in the United Reformed Church in the UK have published a 
wonderful resource that is free and downloadable: A year after the murder 
of George Floyd, a new booklet of praise songs and protests has been 
published by the United Reformed Church. Sunflowers & Thistles is a 
collection of songs written by URC minister and hymn writer the Revd John 
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Campbell, and focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and the 
coronavirus pandemic. 


The free online resources include the booklet of songs, which can be sung 
to the tunes of well-known hymns, a full music version of all the hymns, 
PowerPoint presentations and slides, and videos. 
https://urc.org.uk/sunflowers-and-thistles 


Seeking Emotional and Spiritual Care for Disaster 
Survivors 


Do you have a heart for extending emotional and spiritual care to people in 
distress, including the caregivers who are seeking to walk with them? Would 
you like to be part of the United Church of Christ's growing effort to expand 
that care to survivors of natural and human-caused disasters? UCC Disaster 
Ministries is looking to enlarge and magnify this area of ministry nationally, 
through training and mutual support. To that end, it is inviting participation 
in an increasing network, UCC Emotional and Spiritual Care in Disaster. 
Pastors, chaplains, pastoral counselors, mental health providers and other 
spiritual and emotional care practitioners, and conference leaders - these 
are all prospective participants in the network. Apart from monthly or 
quarterly meetings, “It’s really up to you as an individual volunteer what you 
would like to offer.” Interested? Want to know more? Contact Lesli Remaly 
at remalyl@ucc.org. 


News from Our Local Congregations 
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Central Congregational in Atlanta Supports Local 
Elementary School 


Central Congregational United Church of Christ in Atlanta has long had a 
special relationship with Montclair Elementary, a Dekalb County School 
students’ families are almost all recent immigrants to the United States. 
The school is just a couple miles from the church, and we have provided 
tutoring, built picnic tables, bought uniforms, and held general workdays at 
the school. It has been inspiring to engage with these hardworking and 
determined families. 


Recently, two of the volunteer tutors issued The Great Tee Shirt Challenge 
to the rest of Central’s members. The school was hoping to order specially 
designed tee shirts for the graduating 5th graders, so we asked all who 
were able to donate enough for a tee shirt or two. Within just a couple of 
days, we had received all the contributions we needed to provide a shirt for 
every single 5th grader. They wore them to their graduation ceremony and 
looked fantastic. The students, their families, and the Montclair staff were 
all very grateful, and we were very proud of our Central sisters and 
brothers. View photos on our website. 
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Back Bay Mission Trip is November 7-13, 2021 


Three Southeast Conference Churches (Pleasant Hill Community Church, 
United Church of Cookeville, and Safe Harbour Family Church) are sending 
‘mission trippers’ Nov 7-13 to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi MS to strengthen 
neighborhoods, seek justice, and transform lives. Twelve people are 
meeting bi-monthly on zoom to prepare and plan for serving the poor and 
marginalized of the Mississippi Gulf Coast; explore the connection between 
Christian faith, service, and social justice; learn about poverty on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast, and grow in fellowship with the rest of the group. 
Read more on our website. 


Trainings and Conferences 


Reminder about Healthy Boundaries Training 
by Carrole Moss 


Healthy Boundaries 101 is scheduled for June 4-5th. Hopefully, you have 
received your books by now. Other materials for this class will reach you 
this week. Should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me. We are looking forward to our time together on both days. 
Please remember that this training is mandatory in order to hold standing 
in the United Church of Christ. 


Best Practices in Transportation for Your Ministry 


This webcast, offered by the Insurance Board, features Michael Harrold 
who will discuss best practices in transportation for your ministry and will 
review potential exposure to losses from vehicle operations, the impact of 
inadequately managing your fleet, and what you can do to help reduce risk 
potential. Join them on June 3rd at 2:00 p.m. EST. Click Here To Register. 


Protecting Your Congregation from Sexual Misconduct 


The church should be a safe place for people to worship, work, connect and 
receive care and support in a manner that is free from sexual misconduct. 
Join Insurance Board on June 17th at 2 pm EST as Attorney, James Abbott 
offers considerations your ministry can take to provide a safe environment 
for everyone. Insurance Board's very own, CyMcFarlin, Director of Claims 
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Administration, and MonroeMoore, Senior Claims Analyst, will be on hand 
to discuss claims trends impacting ministries. Click Here To Register. 


Conference Calendar 


June 1 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


June 3 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 
Meet and Greet the Conf. Min. Candidate 


June 4 @ 1:45 pm - June 5 @ 12:15 pm EDT 
Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals 


June 7 @ 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm EDT 
Meet and Greet the Conf. Min. Candidate 


June 8 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Meet and Greet the Conf. Min. Candidate 


June 13 @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Ordination of Tyler Ung 


June 15 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


June 15 @ 7:00 am - 8:30 pm EDT 
Hearing on the Conference Budget and Bylaw Changes 


June 17 @ 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


June 17 @ 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm EDT 
Juneteenth Virtual Presentation 


June 18 - June 19 
SEC UCC 55th Annual Meeting 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 
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Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; courch@secucc 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosb 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc. 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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